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Spring Testing Concerns 

As spring testing approaches, a number of parents in Calcasieu Parish are expressing interest in 
opting students out of the PARCC Assessment. While parents certainly can make any 
educational decision within the law that they believe is in the best interest of their student, it is 
important for all to be well informed on the issues involved with students not testing. Listed 
below are prudent issues: 

A. Direct excerpt from the Louisiana Department of Education Website under 
“Louisiana PARCC Frequently Asked Questions” states: 

2. What ELA and math tests are students in grades 3-8 taking in spring 2015? 

Louisiana will administer the PARCC paper-based assessment for grades 3-8 English 
language arts (ELA) and math in spring 2015. 

3. Are these the same PARCC tests that are being taken in other states? 

Yes. These are the same tests as those taken by students in PARCC-participating 
districts and states across the country and will include the same questions field tested 
by nearly 50,000 Louisiana students during spring 2014. 

4. Will the PARCC tests be administered online or on paper in spring 2015?  

In Louisiana, students in grades 3-8 will take the paper-based PARCC assessments in 
spring 2015. Louisiana will move to computer-based assessments in spring 2016. 

B. Direct excerpt from BESE Bulletin 111/Section 4101 (B) states: 

A test score shall be entered for all eligible students within a given school. For any 
eligible student who does not take the test, including those who are absent, a score of 
“0” on the CRT and NRT (standardized tests) shall be calculated in the school’s SPS. 
To assist a school in dealing with absent students, the Louisiana Department of 
Education shall provide an extended testing period for test administration. The only 
exceptions to this policy are students who were sick during the test and re-testing 
periods and who have formal documentation for that period.  



 
 

Building Foundations for the Future 
 
 

Administrative Offices     3310 Broad Street     Lake Charles, LA 70615     Phone 337.217.4000     Fax 337.217.4051 
 

C. District Concerns 

 In grades where test scores are used for accountability calculations, non-testing 
will result in the student and the school which he attends receiving a score of zero for 
school accountability purposes. 
 
 Even a small number of students receiving a score of zero will make a dramatic 
impact on individual school performance scores, possibly lowering them one whole 
letter grade. 
 
 Test scores of zero will also have a major impact on individual teacher 
transitional growth data and make it extremely difficult for administrators, teachers, 
and parents to effectively evaluate the quality of instruction.   
 
 Parents opting students out of spring testing will be asked to complete a form 
developed by CPSB, specifically for this purpose, to document that the school had 
authority not to test. 
 
 Students with a CPSB opt-out form on file that choose to attend school during 
testing periods will be assigned to a supervised location on campus outside of the 
regular testing environment.  
 
 All students without an opt-out form on file will go through ordinary testing 
protocol and security policies required by BESE rules and regulations. 
 

Individual school performance ratings have long been a sense of pride for each of our 
communities. It is my hope that parents will work together with their neighborhood schools to 
continue the progress that teachers, administrators, students, and parents have worked so hard to 
achieve. 

 

Karl Bruchhaus, Superintendent 
Calcasieu Parish School Board 
 


